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PREFACE. 


The  following  Sermon*  treats  of  some  great  an<f 
wide-spread  public  evils  and  sins  which  there  is  very 
little  hope,  I  conceive,  of  abating,  unless  the  influence 
of  all  classes  of  the  community  can  be  brought  to 
bear  against  them.     What  they  are  is  stated  with 
admirable  force  and  completeness  in   Mr.  Herbert 
Spencer's  Essay,  which  he  has  kindly  allowed  me 
here  to  reprint.    I  hope  by  publishing  that  Essay 
with  a  Sermon  addressed  to  men  of  business,  the 
attention  of  some  readers-especially  clergymen  and 
Christian  teachers   generally,  whom,  perhaps,   Mr. 
Spencer's  writings  do  not  commonly  reach-may  be 
drawn  to  this  subject. 

•  Originallr  published  in  the  '  Sunday  IWagazine.' 
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PREFACE. 


Whether  any  general  movement  for  reform,  such 
as  I  have  pleaded  for  in  the  Sermon,  could  he 
started  I  do  not  know;  but  with  regard  to  the 
particular  sins  here  considered,  some  kind  of  com- 
bination of  master  manufacturers  with  the  inferior 
members  of  the  world  of  commerce,  and  of  cus- 
tomers with  tradesmen,  appears  to  offer  the  only 
effective  means  of  delivering  individual  men  from 
many  overpowering  temptations  to  which  they  are 
how  exposed  in  almost  every  kind  of  industry. 
Mr.  Spencer's  Essay  shows  how  sorely  some  such 

agency  is  needed. 

W.  H.  L. 
Hagley  Rectory, 

June,  1874. 
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"  But  80  did  not  I,  because  of  the  fear  of  God."— Nbhmiiah  v.  15. 

The  whole  passage  from  which  these  words  are 
taken  is  as  follows,—*'  But  the  former  governors 
that  had  been  before  me  were  chargeable  unto  the 
people,  and  had  taken  of  them  bread  and  wine, 
besides  forty  shekels  of  silver  ;  yea,  even  their 
servants  bare  rule  over  the  people ;  hut  so  did  not  /, 
because  of  the  fear  of  God:'  We  have  in  these  words 
a  picture  of  a  man  who,  from  the  fear  of  God  and  the 
noble  motive  of  high  religious  principle,  withstood 
immoral  customs  prevalent  in  a  high  office  to  which 
he  was  appointed,  which,  if  he  had  followed  them, 
would  have  made  him  a  richer  and  more  powerful 
man  in  the  world. 

Having,  then,  been  called  upon  to  address  you  as 
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men  of  business,  in  the  midst  of  your  life's  work,, 
from  this  sacred  place,*  I  know  not  that  I  could  find 
a  more  appropriate  passage  for  our  meditation  than 
this. 

I  presume  that  the  fact  that  you  attend  these 
services,  and  are  willing  to  listen  to  us  who  are 
commissioned  to  speak  in  Christ's  name,  implies 
that  you  are  of  those  who  hold  that  Religion  has 
to  do  with  business,  and  that  the  great  principles  of 
Christian  morality  ought  to  control  and  to  leaven  all 
its  proceedings.  There  is,  indeed,  a  common  proverb 
which,  if  understood  in  its  first  and  most  obvious 
sense,  might  seem  directly  to  deny  this, — I  mean 
the  proverb,  "  Business  is  business,  and  charity  is 
charity."  No  doubt,  in  some  respects  it  is  true  that 
business  and  charity  must  be  governed  by  distinct 
laws,  and  have  in  view  distinct  objects.  But  if  the 
proverb  is  taken,  as  I  fear  it  sometimes  is,  to  justify 
the  deliberate  keeping  out  of  view,  during  the  practice 
of  business,  of  all  considerations  but  those  of  trade 
and  self-interest, — the  suppression  for  the  time  of  the 
instincts  of  generosity  and  self-sacrifice,  and  the 
placing  of  the  rudder  of  life  in  the  hands  of  naked 
selfishness  as  the  ruling  power,  it  does  then  come 
into  conflict  with  the  elementary  principles  of  the 

*  This  sermon,  in  an  abridged  form,  was  one  of  a  course  preached  on. 
the  Fridays  in  Advent  in  the  middle  of  the  day  to  men  of  business,  at  St. 
Philip's  Church,  Birmingham. 
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Christian    religion.       To    such   a  view    I    assume 
that  you  do  not  agree. 

The   subject  of  which  I  now  wish  to   speak   is. 
Sins  of  trade  and  commerce. 

The  principal  spring  and  fountain-head  of  such  sins 
is  covetousness.  And  the  strength  and  vehemence 
of  the  expressions  used  by  our  Lord  and  by  all  the 
inspired  writers  against  this  sin  are  as  great  as 
against  any  sin  whatever.  Thus  our  Lord,  speaking 
of  the  things  which,  "  coming  out  of  a  man,  defile 
him  "  in  the  sight  of  God,  enumerates  some  of  them 
as  follows :— "  From  within,  out  of  the  heart  of  men 
proceed  evil  thoughts,  adulteries,  fornications,  mur- 
ders,  thefts,  covetousness,  wickedness,  deceits,  lasci- 
viousness,  an  evil  eye,  blasphemy,  pride,  foolishness: 
all  these  evil  things  come  from  within,  and  defile  the 
man."*  Here  we  find  covetousness  associated  with 
some  of  the  greatest  of  all  sins—murder,  adultery, 
and  the  like.  Again,  St.  Paul,  in  Colossians  iii.  5, 
says,  "Mortify  your  members  which  are  upon  the 
earth ;  fornication,  uncleanness,  inordinate  affection, 
evil  concupiscence,  and  covetousness,  which  is  idolatry; 
for  which  things'  sake  the  wrath  of  God  cometh 
upon  the  children  of  disobedience."  In  another 
place  (i.  Tim.  vi.  9,  10),  specifying  more  closely 
the  dangers  of  this  sin,  he  says,  "They  that  will 
be  rich"— (it  may  be  noticed  that  it  is  to  the 
mind,  the  will  to  be  rich,  not  the  mere  possession  of 

*  St.  Mark  vii.  21-23. 
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riches,  that  he  attaches  his  warnings) — "fall  into 
temptation  and  a  snare,  and  into  many  foolish  and 
hurtful  lusts,  which  drown  men  in  destruction  and 
perdition.  For  the  love  of  money"— (here  again  it 
is  the  love  of  it  that  is  condemned)—"  is  the  root  of 
all  evil ;  which  while  some  coveted  after,  they  have 
erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themselves  through 
with  many  sorrows."  One  of  the  psalmists  speaks 
of  "the  covetous  whom  the  Lord  abhorreth."*  And 
St.  Paul  warns  the  Corinthian  Christians,  "  If  any 
that  is  called  a  brother" — a  Christian — "be  covetous, 
or  an  extortioner,  with  such  an  one  no  not  to  eat."t 

Other  equally  severe  passages  might  be  gathered 
out  of  the  Word  of  God,  which  make  up  a  kind  of 
Heaven's  thunder  against  this  sin. 

Wherein  then,  exactly,  does  "  covetousness"  con- 
sist ?  For  it  is  easy  to  say  very  unjustifiable  things 
upon  this  subject ;  to  justify  those  whom  God  would 
not  justify,  and  "to  make  the  heart  of  the  righteous 
sad  whom  God  hath  not  made  sad,"t  by  misunder- 
standing and  misapplying  the  divine  words  relating 
to  this  sin. 

I.  Let  us  consider,  first,  what  is  not  covetousness, 
though  it  may  often  be  called  so. 

I.  First,  then,  it  is  most  important  that  we  should 
clearly  understand  that  a  business-life  and  the  deli- 
berate  adoption   of  money-making   as   the  leading 

♦  Psalm  X.  3.        t  '•  Cor.  v.  11.        J  Ezek.  xiii.  22. 
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practical  occupation  of  life,  is  not  in  itself,  or 
necessarily,  contrary  to  the  mind  of  Christ,  or  to 
His  precepts  as  given  in  the  Gospels;  and  that 
communism,  or  equality  of  wealth,  or  rather  of 
poverty,  is  not  commanded  for  Christians  in  the 
New  Testament. 

The  contrary  opinion  springs  from  a  one-sided 
and  partial  study  of  Holy  Scripture. 

Our  Lord,  it  is  true,  often  used  very  strong  and 
startling  expressions  with  reference  to  the  necessity 
of  "  forsaking  all  that  we  have  "  if  we  would  be  His 
disciples.  But  we  affirm,  without  the  least  hesitation, 
that  this  means  no  more  than  this — ^that  we  are  to 
withdraw  our  hearts  from  the  service  of  such  things, 
— we  are  to  forsake  them  as  our  masters,  and  so  be 
willing — ready  always  at  a  moment's  notice  to 
forsake  them  literally,  if  any  call  of  God,  or  of 
love  of  God  and  man  at  any  time  required  it  of 
us;  but  not  otherwise.  And  at  that  time,  in  that 
particular  age,  being  an  age  of  persecution,  it 
happened  to  be  the  fact  that  no  one  could  be  a 
follower  of  Christ  without  incurring  the  greatest 
risk,  or  even,  in  some  cases,  the  absolute  necessity, 
of  having  to  "  give  up  all,"  literally.  The  Jewish 
and  heathen  world,  remember,  were  then  arrayed 
against  the  Church;  they  cast  Christians  out  of 
their  society,  they  deprived  them  of  their  property 
and  often  of  life  itself.  In  such  a  condition  of  the 
world,  for   our   Lord   to  say,  "  He  that  forsaketh 
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not  all  that  he  hath  cannot  be  my  disciple,"  was 
often  simply  to  assert  an  undeniable  facU 

But  that  our  Lord,  while  thus  declaring  that  His 
disciples  must  always  be  ready  to  give  up  all,  the 
moment  He  called  them,  and  must  even  "hate" 
everything  on  earth,  so  far  as  it  stood  between  Him 
and  them,  yet  did  not  mean  that  all  His  followers  in 
all  time  should  be  called  to  do  this,  is  clear  from 
many  places. 

For  instance,  in  at  least  one  case  during  His  own 
ministry.  He  did  not  allow  one  who  wished  to  do  so 
to  forsake  his  home  life,  and  to  follow  Him  in  the 
missionary  life,  but  forbade  him ;  told  him  that  his 
duty  was  to  go  home  to  his  friends  and  live  with 
them  the  ordinary  life  of  men  in  the  world,  and 
tell  them  of  all  that  God  had  done  for  him. 
Another  time  He  said  to  His  disciples,  "Give 
alms  of  such  things  as  ye  have,  and  behold  all 
things  are  clean  unto  you"*— a  precept  of  altogether 
different  purport  from  that  of  giving  up  all  property 
for  His  sake.  And  while  on  one  occasion  He  bade 
His  disciples  go  out  into  the  world  without  purse,  or 
scrip,  or  shoes,  and  without  a  sword  (and  a  "sword" 
signifies  and  represents  habits  of  forcible  resistance 
to  other  men),  at  another  He  said,  "  But  now  he  that 
hath  a  purse  let  him  take  it,  and  likewise  his  scrip, 
and  he  that  hath  no  sword,  let  him  sell  his  garment 
and  buy  one.'*t 

•  St.  Luke  xi.  41.  f  St.  Luke  xxii.  35,  ^6. 
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Accordingly,  when  His  apostles  after  the  Day  of 
Pentecost  went  forth  under  the  direct  guidance  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  to  found  His  Church  in  the  world, 
they  did  not  make  it  consist  exclusively  of  the  poor. 
When  Ananias  and  Sapphira  pretended  to  follow 
the  noble  example  of  St.  Barnabas,  who  had  lite- 
rally, of  his  own  will,  "  sold  all  that  he  had  and 
^ven  it  to  the  Church,'*  St.  Peter  and  St.  John 
expressly  told  them  that  they  had  not  been  obliged 
to  do  so — "  Whiles  it  remained,"  they  said,  their 
property  "was  their  own;"  if  they  gave  it  away 
it  would  be  a  purely  voluntary  act.'*^ 

And  in  the  Epistles  we  find  special  precepts  for 
"**  them  that  are  rich,"  not  commanding  them  to 
cease  from  being  so  altogether,  but  only  to  use 
their  riches  rightly  and  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  good  of  men.f  Our  Lord's  practical  teaching 
was  in  this  respect,  as  in  others,  directly  contrasted 
with  that  of  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

This,  then,  with  much  else  in  Holy  Scripture, 
clearly  shows  that  trade,  commerce,  money-making, 
as  the  business  of  life,  is  not  in  itself  sin. 

As  we  look  on,  therefore,  at  that  marvellous  acti- 
vity ever  going  on  before  our  eyes  in  the  manufac- 
turing districts  of  this  land,  and  at  that  enormous 
fact  in  the  existing  state  of  the  world,  the  commerce 
of  England,  filling  all  seas  with  our  ships,  all  the 
coasts  of  the  earth  with  our  countrymen,  and  with 

♦  Acts  iv.  34  to  V.  4.  t  I  Tim.  vi.  17-19. 
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the  noise  of  their  trade,  we  are  not  called  upon  by 
Holy  Scripture  to  call  this  in  itself  sin.     On  the 
contrary,  it  is  but  the  acting  out   of  the  original 
Divine  commission  to  our  race,  which  has   never 
been  repealed,  that  we  should  "  replenish  and  sub- 
due  "  the  earth  which  God  has  given  us,  and  "  dress 
and  keep  the  garden  in  which  He  has  set  us ; "  *  and 
what  is  that  but  labouring  strenuously  to  bring  out 
in  the  name  of  God  from  the  earth  all  its  stores  for 
the  use  and  good  of  man  ?    Let  it  ever  be  noted  that 
this  Divine  commission  was  given  to  man,  not  after 
the  fall,  but  before  it.    Even  if  men  had  never  fallen, 
the  worid  would  not  have  been  an  idle  worid,  but 
man  would  have  been  engaged  in  manifold  activity- 
much  occupied,  according  to  the  will  of  Him  who 
made  the  worid,  in  the  making  of  wealth,  and  in 
the  manifold  worid-wide  exchanges  of  commerce. 

2.  Again,  as  trade  and  money-making,  as  the 
work  of  life,  are  not  'in  themselves  sinful,  neither 
can  the  being  scrupulous  about  money  be  so. 

To  be  careful  not  to  exceed  our  income,  to  keep 
stnct  accounts,  not  to  allow  wealth  to  go  from  us 
without  understanding  clearly  why  and  how  it  does 
so-all  this  not  only  is  not  in  itself  sin,  but  it  is  a 
virtue,  from  the  neglect  of  which  gross  injustice 
and  injury,  amounting  to  positive  robl^eiy,  is  con- 
tinually inflicted  upon  innocent  and  helpless  per- 
sons. 

*  Gen.  i.  jg ;  and  ii.  15. 
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There  are  but  too  many  who  are  liberal  to  the 
poor,  and  to  their  friends,  but  it  is  with  money  that 
properly  belongs  to  their  creditors  ;  who  give  away, 
it   may   be,  large  sums,  in  what  they  falsely  call 
charity ;  but  the  money  is  not  their  own  ;  and  they 
thereby  ruin  the  tradesmen  whom  they  employ,  the 
friends  who  trust   them,   the   workmen   by   whose 
labour  they  make  their  wealth,  whose  wages  they 
never  pay ;    and  thus  in  the  end  produce  a  world 
more  of  misery  than  ever  they  relieve.     Such  per- 
sons, it  is  most  important  to  remember,  are  nor  to 
be  called  liberal,  but  prodigal ;  and  prodigality  is  a 
sin,  not  a  virtue.     "  I  hate  robbery  for  burnt-offer- 
ing,'* *  says  the  voice  of  God  by  the  prophet  Isaiah. 
II.  If  then  covetousness,  according  to  the  word 
and  mind  of  God,  does  not  consist  in  the  earnest 
pursuit  of  money-making  as  a  life's  work,  nor  yet 
in  being  scrupulous  and  exact  in  the  use  and  spend- 
ing of  money,  wherein  does  it  consist  ? 

I.  Perhaps  the  best  short  answer  would  be  to  say 
that  the  desire  for  money  then  becomes  a  sin  when 
men  make  of  money  an  idol,— that  is,  when  they 
give  it  that  place  in  their  minds  and  hearts  which 
belongs  of  right  only  to  God ;  when  they  give  it  the 
uppermost  place ;  when  the  attainment  of  it  is  their 
principal  and  ruling  motive  in  life. 

Many  are,  I  fear,  guilty  of  covetousness  in  this, 
sense,  particularly  in  England. 

*  Isaiah  bci.  8. 
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Are  there  not  numbers  who  honour  men  just  in 
proportion  as  they  are  rich  ?  who  speak  of  a  man 
with  serious  wonder  and  admiration,  simply  and 
only  because  he  has  so  many  thousands  a  year, 
with  scarcely  any  reference  to  the  manner  in  which 
that  wealth  was  acquired  ?  The  state  of  mind 
which  thus  idolises  mere  wealth  for  its  own  sake 
is,  it  cannot  be  denied,  precisely  that  against 
which  our  Lord  warns  us  when  He  says,  "  Take 
heed  and  beware  of  covetousness ;  for  a  man's  life 
•consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things  which 
he  possesseth."  * 

And  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  strangest  of  all 
instances  of  that  great  power  of  self-deception  and 
unconscious  hypocrisy  which  exists  in  our  nature 
that  such  a  habit  of  mind  should  be  possible  in  one 
who  calls  himself  and  believes  himself  to  be  a 
•Christian — a  follower  of  Him  who  on  Earth  was 
pleased  to  be  one  of  the  poorest  of  the  poor ;  who, 
while  **  foxes  had  holes  and  birds  of  the  air  nests, 
had  not  Himself  where  to  lay  His  head."t  They 
•call  themselves  by  His  name  ;  they  sing,  it  may  be, 
day  by  day  in  Church,  the  words,  "  Thou  art  the 
King  of  Glory,  O  Christ;"  and  yet  out  of  Church, 
and  in  common  life,  they  will  despise  a  brother-man, 
however  good  and  noble  in  character,  simply  be- 
cause he  is  poor  and  has  been  unsuccessful  in  the 
competitions  of  trade  ;   and   bow  down   in   sincere 


*  St.  Lukezii.  15. 


f  St.  Matt.  viii.  20. 
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admiration  and  envy  before  a  successful  Herod  or 
Barabbas,  a  Nimrod  or  Napoleon. 

2.  Secondly,  the  love  of  money  is  manifestly 
idolatry  whenever  men  are  willing  for  its  sake  in 
any  way  deliberately  to  sin. 

What  an  awful — what  a  wide  field  of  contempla- 
tion is  opened  to  every  Christian  soul  by  such  a 
statement,  in  the  history  of  the  world,  and  particu- 
larly of  this  great  commercial  nation  ! 

The  subject  is  enormous.  I  can  but  take  a  few 
of  the  commonest  and  most  glaring  instances. 

a.  Take  first  the  sin  of  falsehood  in  trade.  Con- 
sider the  words  of  inspired  men  on  deceit  in 
general  in  the  pursuits  of  business  and  commerce. 
Take  these  words  of  one  of  the  greatest  of  those 
noble  witnesses  for  God  and  for  justice,  the  ancient 
Hebrew  prophets— -the  prophet  Jeremiah  :—*' Among 
my  people,"  says  the  voice  of  God  by  him,  "  are 
found  wicked  men  ;  they  lay  wait,  as  he  that  set- 
teth  snares;  they  set  a  trap;  they  catch  men. 
As  a  cage  is  full  of  birds,  so  are  their  houses  full 
of  deceit;  therefore  they  are  become  great  and 
waxen  rich."* 

Or  this,  from  the  shepherd  Amos : — "  Hear  this, 
O  ye  that  swallow  up  the  needy,  even  to  make 
the  poor  of  the  land  to  fail,  saying.  When  will 
the  new  moon  be  gone  that  we  may  sell  corn  ?  or 
the  Sabbath  that  we  may  set  forth  wheat  ?  making 

*  Jer.  V.  26,  27. 
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the  ephali  small,  the  shekel  great,  and  falsifying 
the  balances  by  deceit,  that  we  may  buy  the  poor 
for  silver  and  the  needy  for  a  pair  of  shoes ;  yea, 
and  sell  refuse  for  wheat  ?  The  Lord  hath  sworn 
by  the  excellency  of  Jacob,  Surely  I  will  never 
forget  any  of  their  works.  Shall  not  the  land 
tremble  for  this,  and  every  one  mourn  that  dwell- 
eth  therein  ?  "  * 

How  like  is  human  nature  in  all  time !  How 
many  clever  contrivances  are  there  still  in  all  trades 
and  in  all  professions  for  "  making  the  ephah  small 
and  the  shekel  great " — the  measure  with  which 
men  ull  as  small,  and  that  with  which  they  receive 
payment  as  large  as  possible,  so  **  falsifying  the 
balances  by  deceit !  " 

And  how  many  ways  are  there  still,  in  all  trades 
and  in  all  professions  (I  am  far,  indeed,  from  except- 
ing my  own),  of  "selling  refuse  for  wheat,"  adulte- 
rating whatever  is  sold,  calling  things  good  which 
are  known  to  be  worthless,  even  consciously  doing 
work  ill,  and  yet  taking  the  full  pay  for  it,  in  hope 
that  it  may  not  be  detected;  so  indeed  "laying  wait, 
as  he  that  setteth  snares,  setting  a  trap  and  catch- 
ing men !  " 

In  saying  these  things,  I  am  very  far  from  charg- 
ing such  guilt  upon  men  of  any  one  class  or  kind  of 
occupation.  In  every  occupation  in  life,  there  are 
innumerable  ways  of  incurring    it.     We    ^an    all 

•  Amos  viii.  4-8. 
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easily  contrive  methods  by  which  to  receive  large 
*'  shekels  '^  of  salary,  and  yet  give  very  poor 
**  ephahs "  of  labour  in  return — poor  in  amount, 
poor  in  quality  too.  Doubtless  many  of  us  of 
the  clergy  give  but  a  shabby  ephah  of  effort  in 
return  for  our  salaries,  and  sell  very  poor  "refuse" 
in  the  place  of  that  "wheat"  of  God,  which  we  are 
commissioned  to  distribute. 

There  may  in  some  cases  be  excuses  for  such  sins 
'  — as  that  more  is  expected  of  us  than  we  can  pos- 
sibly give,  and  so  we  learn,  almost  of  necessity,  to 
be  satisfied  with  a  low  standard  of  quality. 

But  all  our  excuses,  we  know  too  well,  are  very 
imperfectly  valid  before  the  all-seeing  Judge.  At 
any  rate,  do  not  let  us  make  of  each  other's  sins 
excuses  before  the  tribunal  of  Eternal  Justice,  for 
they  cannot  avail  us  there.  "  We,  comparing  our- 
selves among  ourselves,  and  measuring  ourselves  by 
ourselves,  are  not  wise."  "  It  is  a  very  small  thing 
that  we  should  be  judged  of  man^s  judgment ;  yea, 
we  judge  not  our  own  selves,  but  He  that  judgeth  us 
is  the  Lord."* 

So  then,  having  thus  placed  myself  among  you  as  a 
fellow-sinner — to  what  degree  let  God  judge — I  pro- 
ceed to  lay  before  you  specifically  some  of  these  sins 
of  trade  and  money-making ;  specially  falsehood  and 
deceit. 

"  Such  falsehoods,"  as  a  Nonconformist  minister, 

*  2  Cor.  X.  12  ;  1  Cor.  iv.  3,  4. 
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the  author  of  a  good  book  called  'Religion  and 
Business/*  has  said  **  are  all  those  arts  by  which 
one  thing  is  exhibited  in  the  window  and  another 
sold  in  the  shop,  and  a  false  appearance  given  to 
things.  Such  also,"  he  continues,  "are  all  pre- 
tences when  known  to  be  false,  or  at  least  not  alto- 
gether true,  of  *  special  bargains,*  *  amazing  sacri- 
fices,* *  cheapest  houses,'  and  the  like."t 

No  man  can  use  any  such  practices  without  leav- 
ing stains  upon  his  conscience,  and  lowering  slowly 
and  gradually,  it  may  be,  but  steadily  and  surely, 
the  standard  of  his  honour,  the  moral  tone  of  his 
whole  life. 

h.  But  besides  sins  of  deceit  in  trade,  there  are 
also  innumerable  sins  of  unkindness,  selfishness, 
thoughtlessness  of  others*  good. 

There  is  a  singular  and  terrible  passage  in  Reve- 
lation xviii.  12,  13,  in  which  the  condition  of  the 
mystical  Babylon,  as  it  is  in  the  sight  of  God,  is 
described.  After  it  has  been  said,  that  *'her  sins 
have  reached  unto  heaven,"  and  that  "God  hath 
remembered  her  iniquities,'*  the  Divine  voice  goes 
on  to  speak  of  her  commercial  life  and  commercial 
dealings.  Mention  is  made  of  many  kinds  of  mer- 
chandise in  which  she  dealt,  as  '*  the  merchandise  of 
gold  and  silver  and  precious  stones/*  and  other 
similar  things;  and  then  it  concludes,  "and  of 
beasts  and  sheep  and  horses,  and  chariots 'and  slaves 

•  By  A.  J.  Morris  (Ward  and  Co.,  1853.)  f  p.  £7. 
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and   souls   of  men*' — or,   as  it  is   in  the  margin^ 
'^  bodies  and  souls  of  men" 

O  my  brethren  and  friends,  is  it  not,  I  ask  you, 
too  true  that  oftentimes  in  the  midst  of  the  restless 
eager  activities  of  our  own  commerce,  among  the 
things  that  are  truly  "made  merchandise  of"  are 
"  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men  ?  **  are  not  their  best 
and  highest  interests  sacrificed,  trodden  under  foot,, 
for  the  sake  of  money-making  ? 

Such  sins  are  those  (and  their  name  is  legion)  by 
which  the  strong  and  the  rich  take  advantage  of  the 
weakness  of  the  poor ;  or  clever  men  of  the  world, 
well  acquainted  with  the  !aw,  and  with  the  weak- 
nesses of  men,  overreach  the  ignorant  and  short- 
sighted, so  as  to  make  money  by  them  unfairly, 
"grinding  the  faces  of  the  poor,*'  as  it  has  been 
expressed,  carrying  on  transactions  with  them  in 
buying  and  selling,  in  letting  and  hiring,  on  prin^ 
ciples  totally  different  from  those  which  would  guide 
them  in  dealing  with  the  rich  and  powerful,  the  dis- 
cerning and  instructed. 

Such,  again,  are  those  by  which  human  beings,  as 
well  as  creatures  of  a  lower  order,  are  overworked, 
whether  in  factories  or  in  domestic  households — 
men  indulging  themselves  in  the  pursuit  of  inordi- 
nate gain,  or  in  needless  luxuries,  and  in  an  easy  or 
ostentatious  style  of  living,  and  yet  not  employing 
as  many  workmen,  or  servants,  as  are  fairly  required 
for  so   doing;  and   so   practically  turning  the  few 
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they  do  keep  into  beasts  of  burden,  depriving  them 
of  their  rightful  allowance  of  Sabbatical  time,  and  of 
the  recreation  which  the  Divine  law  imperatively 
demands  for  all  men. 

III.  From  whence,  then,  do  all  such  sins,  whether 
of  commercial  or  private  life,  spring?  What  is 
their  common  root  and  ever-flowing  fountain-head  ? 

Is  it  not  that  very  "  inordinate  love  of  riches  "  of 
which  we  speak  in  one  of  our  prayers  ? 

Nearly  three  thousand  years  ago,  the  wise  king 
said,  "  Be  thai  inaketh  haste  to  be  rich  shall  not  be  inno- 
cent" *  Alas,  my  brethren,  what  a  comment  upon 
these  words  has  been  the  history  of  this  great  com- 
mercial country  !  "  Shall  not  be  innocent !  "  Oh, 
look  at  the  miseries  that  have  been  brought  upon 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands,  by  wild  and  un- 
principled commercial  speculation  !  Look  at  banks 
failing  and  dragging  hundreds  upon  hundreds  of 
innocent  families  down  with  them  into  hopeless 
ruin — wasting  in  one  dread  moment  the  hard-earned 
savings  of  many  a  life  of  honest  labour !  Look  at 
vast  "  works,"  set  up  to  employ  thousands,  who,  on 
the  faith  of  their  security,  marry,  and  found  families, 
and  bring  into  being  multitudes  of  children;  and 
then,  like  some  vast  bubble,  "collapse,''  as  the 
now  familiar  phrase  calls  it,— come  utterly  to 
nothing,   and    leave  those  who    trusted    them,   in 

*  Prov.  xxviii.  20. 
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some  cases  in  their  declining  years,  to  starvation  or 
the  workhouse !  Whence  comes  all  this  mighty 
array  of  misery  and  of  sin,  but  from  that  very 
"  making  haste  to  be  rich,''  of  which  the  wise  man 
spoke  long  ago  ? 

It  is  not  that  it  is  wrong  in  itself  to  labour  at 
making  money— it  is  not  that  all  "  speculation  '*  is 
sinful ;  but  it  is  the  immoderate  eagerness  for  it, — it 
is  this  ravenous,  and  insatiable,  and  ever-hurrying 
greediness  of  pursuit  of  it,  this  intoxication  of  love 
of  it,  this  spirit  of  the  gambler  in  its  pursuit.  It  is 
this  "haste"  that  will  not  wait  till  wealth  comes 
with  the  blessing  of  God,  and  under  the  regular  pro- 
cesses of  His  providence — in  short,  it  is  the  making 
money  the  lord  of  man,  instead  of  man  the  lord  of 
money,  to  be  used  for  purposes  of  beneficence,  which 
has  brought  all  these  miseries  and  natural  judgments 
upon  us. 

Surely  the  great  Day  of  Account  will  reveal  ter- 
rible things  upon  this  subject.  *' Rejoice,  O  great 
nation,  in  thy  riches ;  O  prosperous  man,  in  thy 
prosperity ;  O  great  merchant,  in  thy  merchandise  ; 
but  know  thou  that  for  all  these  things  God  will 
bring  thee  unto  judgment."*  These  last  words  do 
not  indeed  necessarily  mean,  "  will  bring  thee  into 
condemnation;''  but  they  do  mean,  "will  call  thee 
to  strict  account." 

Remember,  as  you  fear  God,  that  every  step  on- 

*  See  Eccles.  xi.  9. 
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ward  you  make  in  riches  you  make  also  in  responsi- 
bility to  God  and  man. 

IV.  Now  let  me  say  to  you  that  I  am  far  from  in- 
tending to  charge  the  whole  guilt  of  these  sins  upon 
the  individuals  who  practise  them ;  it  would  be  most 
unjust  to  do  so.  We  must  all  be  well  aware  how 
much  of  what  must  almost  be  called  actual  compul- 
sion is  exerted  upon  single  individuals,  specially  of 
the  younger,  weaker,  and  more  dependent  sorts,  to 
drive  them,  on  penalty  sometimes  of  actual  ruin  and 
a  true  commercial  martyrdom,  to  **  do  as  others  do." 

The  plea  in  excuse  for  confessedly  dishonest  prac- 
tices—*' A  man  must  live  ''—unsatisfactory  as  it  is, 
and  utterly  as  it  would  be  repudiated  by  the  spirit  of 
anything  like  a  true  Christian  heroism  and  indepen- 
dence, yet  has,  it  cannot  be  denied,  in  the  world  as 
it  is,  more  to  say  for  itself  than  we  like  to  allow. 
The  amount  of  pressure  exerted  upon  many  to  force 
them  to  join  in  practices  utterly  offensive  to  all 
honest  minds,  till  by  long  use  their  conscience  has 
been  made  callous,  is  such  as  to  require  a  rare 
amount  of  Christian  principle  and  strength  of  cha- 
racter to  resist  it. 

And,  therefore,  we  cannot  deny  that  the  guilt  of 
these  practices  is  largely  chargeable,  and  will,  we 
cannot  doubt,  be  charged  by  the  Divine  justice  upon 
the  whole  society  in  which  they  have  become  in  any 
degree  compulsory.    The  leaders  of  that  Society, 
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and  all  who  by  unreasonable  demands— as,  for  in- 
stance, of  cheapness,  of  rapid  production,  and  the 
like — in  any  degree  necessitate  such  practices,  are 
involved  in  their  guilt. 

Still,  be  the  excuses  of  individuals  what  they  may, 
the  fact  remains  that  sins  they  are,  often  of  a  very 
dark,  degrading,  and  demoralising  sort,  against 
which  it  behoves  all  who  fear  God  to  protest.  And 
not  only  ought  they  to  protest  against  them,  but 
also — let  me  say  it  in  all  earnestness,  and  I  would 
to  God  any  words  of  mine  could  carry  home  the 
hint  to  the  hearts  of  men  able  and  willing  to  act 
upon  it — to  combine  together  in  a  hind  of  trades'  union, 
with  nobler  aims  than  those  of  mere  class  interests, 
in  the  great  cause  of  public  morality  and  of  the  love  of 
God  a7td  of  justice,  to  put  down  all  such  dubious 
practices. 

We  have  amongst  us  admirable  associations  for 
the  suppression  of  practices  universally  felt  to  be 
sinful  and  degrading,  such,  for  instance,  as  drunken- 
ness. Might  not  the  mighty  force  of  combination  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  other  public  sins  and  offences 
against  God  and  man — such,  for  instance,  as  this 
terrible  one  of  commercial  immorality  of  all  kinds  ? 
Very  sure  I  am  that  such  agencies  are  to  a  terrible 
degree  wanted  for  the  deliverance  of  mankind  from 
temptation.  On  no  point  could  we,  in  our  age  and 
country,  more  advantageovisly,  sometimes,  reflect  as 
we  utter  the  Divine  petitions,  "Lead  us  not  into 
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temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil/* — than  on  such 
as  these.  Abundant  would  be  the  blessing  of  God 
upon  strenuous  efforts  for  these  ends. 

V.  Let  us  finally  remember,  that  it  is  not  necessary 
that  the  possession  of  riches  should  increase  our 
guilt.  The  riches  of  Tyre  may  be  great,  but  upon 
them  may  be  written,  "  Holiness  to  the  Lord;"  they 
may  be  dedicated  to  great  purposes  of  love  of  God 
and  of  man ;  they  may  be  looked  upon  by  their 
possessors  as  a  stewardship,  to  be  used  for  their  only 
true  Owner — God  himself.  There  may  be  Nehe- 
miahs  among  the  rulers  of  the  earth,  and  Matthews 
among  the  publicans.  And  by  means  of  the  right 
use  of  that  which,  on  account  of  the  frequency  of  the 
cases  in  which  it  is  misused  and  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  covetousness,  has  acquired  the  name  of 
"the  mammon  of  unrighteousness,'* — we  may,  our 
Lord  himself  tells  us,  *'  make  for  ourselves  **  and  for 
all  men,  "  friends  to  receive  us  into  everlasting  habi- 
tations."* We  may,  that  is,  so  use  it  as  to  work 
out  spiritual  and  everlasting  blessings  for  mankind. 
It  is  all  a  question  of  the  right  use  of  wealth,  and  of 
what  master  it  is  made  to  serve. 

There  are,  thanks  be  to  God,  in  our  country,  noble 
merchants,  high-minded  members  of  the  world  of 
commerce,  whose  great  wealth  is  used  indeed  for  the 
glory  of  God,  not  for  their  own  vain-glory ;  there  are 

•  St.  Luke  xvj.  9. 
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those  whose  thousands  of  workmen  will  at  the  Day 
of  Judgment  bear  witness  in  their  favour,  because 
they  used  their  great  wealth  in  the  only  right  way, 
and  acted  upon  the  great  Christian  principle,  that  he 
that  is  master  of  all  is  therefore  servant  of  all,  bound 
to  study  and  pursue  the  good  of  all.  So  used, 
wealth  may  be  a  blessing  to  its  possessor  as  well 
as  to  all  other  men,  and  may  help,  by  the  Grace 
and  mercy  of  Christ,  to  enable  him  to  "  lay  a  good 
foundation  against  the  time  to  come,  that  he  may 
lay  hold  on  eternal  life."* 

God  grant  that  so  it  may  be  with  all  that  hear  me. 
Do  not  "  make  haste  to  be  rich ; "  but,  if  it  is  your 
calling  so  to  do,  you  may  labour  for  riches,  and  when 
they  come  to  you  with  God's  blessing,  in  the  way  of 
justice,  righteousness,  and  mercy,  they  may  be  made 
a  blessing.  But  meantime,  in  all  the  processes  of 
money-making,  keep  clean  hands ;  act  upon  the 
noble  principle  of  Nehemiah,  and  say  of  all  sinful,  or 
even  dubious  practices,  "So  did  not  I,  because  of  the 
fear  of  God." 

VL  A  few  words  in  conclusion  on  the  question, 
how  we  are  to  cast  out  the  evil  spirit  of  covetousness 
out  of  our  own  hearts  and  souls  ? 

It  cannot  be  by  human  craft  and  cleverness,  or  by 
the  mere  strength  of  our  own  will.  One  evil  spirit 
can  never  effectively  cast  out  another ;   it  is  not  by 

•  1  Tim.  vi.  19. 
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Beelzebub,  nor  yet  by  the  spirit  of  the  world,  that 
the  Spirit  of  evil  was  ever  yet  effectively  expelled ;  it 
is  by  nobler  means. 

One  way  is  by  meditating  on  the  tremendous 
denunciations  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  of  all  noble 
souls  against  this  sin,  and  dwelling  upon  the  thought 
of  its  contemptible  and  damnable  nature,  as  seen  in 
many  instances  of  it  in  the  world,  till  from  very 
shame  and  loathing  you  would  never  be  guilty 
of  it. 

But  the  best  means  is  to  learn  to  care  for  other 
and  better  things  more  than  for  money  or  riches ; 
in  other  words,  it  is  by  the  help  of  what  a  great 
Christian  writer*  called  "  the  expulsive  power  of  a 
new  affection,'*  displacing  another  less  worthy. 

The  heart  of  man  cannot  remain  empty ;  man  is 
so  made  by  his  Creator  that  he  must  be  pursuing 
something;  and  if  we  would  wean  him  from  evil 
and  base  pleasures  and  objects  of  affection,  it  must 
be  by  offering  him  better  in  their  place.  Therefore,, 
the  only  way  to  drive  out  the  love  of  money,  or  the 
sin  of  covetousness — which  is,  "the  heart  given  to 
money  for  its  own  sake  ** — from  a  man's  heart,  is  to 
draw  him  off  after  nobler  and  more  satisfying  objects. 

Learn  the  pure  and  elevating  and  heart-warming 
joys  of  family  life  and  the  domestic  affections,  and 
let  the  practice  and  pursuit  of  all  mercy  and  active 
beneficence  drive  out  the  spirit  of  niggardliness  and 

*  Dr.  Chalmers. 
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the  idolatry  of  money  and  of  the  world's  vulgar 
show ;  learn  by  actual  experience  to  feel  that  it  is 
indeed,  in  the  long  run,  "  more  blessed,"  and  does  a 
man's  heart  more  good,  "  to  give  than  to  receive ;  "* 
so  will  you  unlearn  the  whole  spirit  of  sinful  cove- 
tousness. 

Have  the  courage  and  the  manliness  to  be  poor — 
contented  with,  and  even  proud  of,  poverty,  if  it  is 
necessary  for  noble  purposes,  or  for  keeping  clean 
hands.  After  all,  consider,  if  you  lost  even  all  earthly 
property,  would  you  have  lost  everything?  Let 
miserable  worldlings  and  mammon-worshippers  think 
so,  if  they  will ;  we  are  Christians,  and  have  learnt  a 
different  philosophy  of  life,  a  heart  set  upon  better 
objects.  Are  not  the  old  words  true,  true  for  ever, 
"  Better  is  a  dinner  of  herbs  where  love  is,  than  a 
stalled  ox  and  hatred  therewith  ?  "f— yes,  or  than  a 
stalled  ox  and  the  sense  of  dishonour,  of  having 
meddled  with  base  things  and  sinned  against  God 
and  man,  against  our  own  sense  of  honour  and  of 

justice. 

How  many  wretched  beings  find  that  out,  who^ 
for  instance,  marry  for  money  or  pride,  and  without 
affection,  "  God  gives  them  their  desire,  but  sends 
leanness  withal  into  their  souls  1  "t 

Let  us  teach  ourselves,  by  the  help  of  God's  grace, 
to  value  money  only  for  its  noble  uses ;  pursue  trade 

•    •  Acts  XX.  35.  t  Prov.  XV.  17. 

X  Psalm  cvi.  15  (Prayer-Book  version). 
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and  money-making,  if  it  is  our  calling  (and  in  some 
degree  probably  it  is  all  men*s  calling  to  earn 
money),  but  not  for  its  own  sake.  Another  is  your 
Master — ^to  other  riches  must  we  give  our  hearts. 
Do  not  let  us  sell  our  heavenly  and  spiritual  birthright 
for  the  world's  messes  of  pottage,  or  bury  our  nobler 
soul  under  heaps  of  gold  ;  for  "  he  that  loveth  silver 
shall  not  be  satisfied  with  silver,  neither  he  that 
loveth  abundance  with  increase;  this  also" — the 
heart  given  to  such  things— "is  vanity."*  Your 
work,  my  brethren,— and  noble  work  too,  if  it  is 
nobly  done,— may  be  the  making  of  money,  the 
carrying  forward  of  the  world's  commerce  in  the 
name  of  God ;  only  do  not  sell  your  soul  to  it ;  let 
your  guiding-star,  on  which  your  eyes  are  ever  set, 
be  quite  other  than  the  hope  of  becoming  rich,  how- 
ever much  that  may  come  in  your  way  and  be  a 
means  to  other  ends. 

And  let  us  ever  bear  in  mind  that  the  time  is 
coming  to  every  human  being  when  money  and 
earthly  wealth,  and  every  pleasure  that  belongs  only 
to  this  world,  and  which  shall  perish  with  this  world 
(I  do  not  number  among  such  pleasures  the  life  of 
the  affections,  for  that  has  its  root  in  God,  and,  as 
God  is  true,  it  shall  never  perish,  but  increase  and 
expand  for  ever ;  it  is  essentially  a  heavenly  thing  on 
earth ;  but  when  every  sinful  and  every  merely  frivo- 
lous pleasure),  shall  have  passed  away  for  ever. 

*  Eccles.  V.  1 6. 
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"If,"  therefore,  "riches  increase,  set  not  your 
heart  upon  them."^  It  is  a  great  saying  of  a  great 
man,  St.  Augustjne,  that  "God  created  man  for  him- 
self, and  only  in  Him  can  he  Yest^^^ — the  rest  of  true 
and  eternal  life-giving  satisfaction.  Or  as  a  Christian 
poet  of  our  own  expresses  the  same  truth  in  noble 
verse, — and  may  God  give  us  grace  and  nobleness 
of  heart  to  believe  him — 

"  O  Thou  bounteous  Giver  of  all  good, 
Thou  art,  of  all  Thy  gifts,  Thyself  the  crown ! 
Give  what  Thou  canst,  without  Thee  we  are  poor : 
And  with  Thee  rich,  Take  what  Thou  wilt  away."t 


*  Psalm  Ixii.  lo. 
t  Cowper.     Winter  Morning  Walk  (last  words). 
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